
Module 2: Funding Mechanisms for Migratory Fish Habitat 

Restoration

Duration: 4 hours (1 day)

Target audience: At least 10 participants, including business owners, aspiring 

entrepreneurs, and individuals interested in business models focused on the protection 

and restoration of migratory fish habitats in the Danube River Basin.

Delivery mode: Online lectures, case studies, assignments, and interactive discussions.

Module objectives:

❖ Help participants identify appropriate funding opportunities (public, private, blended) for 

nature-based businesses and community-led restoration initiatives.

❖ Equip stakeholders with skills to build compelling funding proposals and pitch eco-

business ideas to relevant financiers and granting bodies.

❖ Promote a strategic approach to accessing EU-level, regional, and local funding

Learning outcomes:

Understand key funding mechanisms for ecological restoration and nature-based 

business development.

Analyze EU-level and Danube-specific funding schemes (e.g. LIFE, Horizon Europe, 

Danube Transnational Programme).

Identify potential funders, partners, and impact investors active in the Danube region.



Structure of Module 2: Funding Mechanisms for Migratory Fish 

Habitat Restoration

1. Understanding the funding framework and landscape for ecological innovation

• EU and national-level programs relevant to freshwater and fish migration (LIFE, Horizon 

Europe, INTERREG, EMFAF, biodiversity offset markets)

• Funding priorities: habitat restoration, green infrastructure, climate adaptation, 

biodiversity conservation

2. Mapping funding opportunities in the Danube Basin

• Regional funding bodies and calls (Danube Transnational Programme, national 

restoration funds, water basin authorities)

• Impact investors and green bonds for sustainable water and biodiversity ventures

3. Building a funding strategy 

• Writing a successful funding proposal (problem framing, outcomes, scalability)

• Budgeting basics: cost categories, co-financing, in-kind contributions

4. Policy and legal framework

• Licensing, permits, incentives, eco-certifications

Activities:

❖ Interactive Lecture: Overview of funding mechanisms

❖ Case Study: Example of a budget for an EU-funded habitat restoration project 

❖ Practical guidance provided an investor/consultant during the module
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